
Septuagesima Sunday (2/13/2022) 

 What were those workers who complained against the householder complaining about?  

Definitely they felt mistreated - although they had been treated justly.  Definitely they felt that 

others had been unduly rewarded - although they too had been treated justly.  It was their 

contempt for the householder who they blamed for the mistreatment they perceived that was the 

deepest cut.  The householder acted within his rights, he acted - in fact - justly; in the end they 

only wind up complaining against a man for his goodness and generosity.  All the people who got 

paid had run the race that Paul speaks about in the Epistle, and they all received the prize due to 

them.  Should we not place our efforts on running the race, and not on judging the condition of 

other runners - and certainly not in passing judgement on the Judge. 

 This is what it comes down to.  The passing of judgement on others or on the Lord.  The 

work in the vineyard Jesus speaks about many times.  He makes no bones about telling us that 

there is work required in following Him, He does not shy from telling us that this work will 

involve difficulties and hardships, He is clear that there are consequences for the decisions we 

make regarding how we respond to His invitation.  All of the people who got paid had accepted 

the invitation - although not all with the same level of initial enthusiasm, or with the same 

quickness of response.  All of them received the prize that had been promised them.  Just so all 

who accept the call of the Lord to follow in His way, to work in his vineyard to produce fruit, to 

heed His commandments (including those demanding worthy participation in the Eucharist and 

all that that entails) - will receive the promised reward of union with the Lord in heaven.   

 But those who turn their head when the voice calls to them in the marketplace, those who 

work for their own earthly security and not for building up the Kingdom of God on earth, those 

who assume that they can reconfigure the commands of the Lord so to fit their own opinions and 

needs, those who deny the realities of the life-giving sacramental system entrusted by Jesus to 

the Church - there are in a state of peril.  They may have not fulfilled their end of the agreement, 

or have elected not to enter into an agreement with the Lord.  We cannot judge what becomes of 

any individual at their death - the Lord will be the judge - but they are in a position where the 

just response might be to deny them the prize.  Notice that the householder in the parable does 

not send the steward out to the marketplace to pay those who never came to the vineyard. 



 One of the great points of the parable is to be cautious about where we place judgement.  

Cease judging the condition of another’s soul, and certainly cease judging God for the way He 

chooses to conduct His business.  The line of the householder is it not lawful for me to do what I 

will?  is spoken to all by the mouth of the Lord.  What God does is always lawful, it is always 

just, it is always good - our disagreements with God’s decisions aside.  Judge instead your own 

response to the call the Lord has made to you, judge how well you have worked in the vineyard.  

Do not assume that because you have showed up at the vineyard or worked a bit that you have 

earned the prize.  Even Paul in the epistle is concerned to tighten his observance let perhaps 

when I have preached to others, I myself should become a castaway.  What a perfect time it is to 

draw attention to how well we have run the race, how well we are working in the vineyard. 

 Today is Septigesima Sunday.  Although the name means “seventieth” it is really 63 days 

before Easter.  This two week season was added to the Church’s calendar to offset the early 

Church’s non fast days in Lent, so that there would be 40 full fast days prior to Easter.  We enter 

this preparation for Lent making up for the penitence that will be relaxed during Lent.  We look 

back to where we have come, and look forward to prepare ourselves for the examination and 

cleansing of Lent.  Our preparations to celebrate worthily the Resurrection of the Lord begins 

with this time.  We should strain to hear the voice of the Lord calling to us.  Have we been one of 

those working diligently in the vineyard (we are perhaps too quick to assume that we are in that 

category), or are we really one of those who has waited to the sixth, or ninth, or eleventh hour?  

In any case let us respond to the voice at whoever point we are.  If laboring in the vineyard the 

listen hard to the master’s commands and work for the bearing of fruit, if only doing the 

minimum needed then pick up the slack lest you become a castaway, if still pondering the call 

from the marketplace - respond.   

 The just and good God places a call to us, He promises the rewards of Eternal life to 

those who will follow Him to the vineyard, He provides to tools needed to do the work.  This 

work may at times be hard, but the payday is certainly worth it.  Use this time to deepen your 

resolve as a worker for the Lord, and whatever you do, don’t drop your tools and walk out of the 

vineyard, for then you forfeit your wages.


